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Letter from the President

Inside this issue:

-  Ed San Juan

Fields, Fields, Fields …this year is like every year. I’m in a constant state of searching 
for more fields, and looking for opportunities to improve the playing surfaces for the 
existing fields. This year, Al Fresco Landscaping has done a great job of repairing 
Fisher’s field 1 and 2, and has also repaired the irrigation system. This should improve 
our well-worn penalty areas and goal mouths for at least a while…How about this? 
Coaches, I would like all of you to be creative and try hard not to concentrate all of you 
practices in the goal mouths. This would greatly reduce the wear and tear that we see 
and experience annually. If we can all do this, the fields will wear a lot better, and be a 
higher quality field, all year round. That’s what we all want!

League Status: The Fall leagues are shaping up nicely.  Maria Ristow says that our 
Recreational numbers are similar (if not higher) to last year, and Sabine and Dale say 
that we’re growing in the Class 1 and 3 Divisions. All is well. Some teams are holding 
tryouts as well… 

With the fall season coming up I have reminders for Coaches and Parents:
�x Please move goals off the fields and lock them up. The school districts must have 

the goals moved off the fields after every use. I was at Union Middle School 
yesterday, and ALL of the goals were on the field with no one using them.  The 
schools will take away our field use if this continues- that’s the bottom line. If you 
cannot find locks or chains, move the goals off the field and email me.  I’ll find a way 
to get them locked up.

�x Keep driving slowly through the neighborhoods.  The complaints have been minimal 
so far this year about driving issues! Keep up the good work of respecting the 
neighbors and driving responsibly, and keeping me out of the doghouse. Thanks!

Finally, Project Cornerstone/ Project Cornerkick! Volunteers!: The league is built on the 
backs of volunteers both young and old.  If you are a youth volunteer, the league would 
love to have your help, needs your help to survive. The league provides a unique 
service to about 1800 kids annually, and it takes a lot of helping hands to keep it safe, 
organized, and good for the community. Email me if you’re a Do Gooder! 

See you on the field! 



By Ed San Juan
For the second year in a row, the GU14 ThunderCats had the opportunity to participate in the International Children’s 
Games (ICG).  This year it was held in Athens, Greece. Being the birthplace of the Olympics, I couldn’t let the 
opportunity go by, and when we arrived in Athens on June 17th, my Cats’ team wasn’t disappointed.

The girls trained at the 2004 Athens Olympic Training Center and distance trained in 
the streets of Glyfada.  They ate lamb, pork gyros and mousaka (and liked it!). 
Marched up the slippery steps to the top of the Acropolis, shopped in the paved 
streets of Syntagma Square and the Plaka, and also got a chance to see the Islands 
of Ageis, Purros, and Hydra via a short cruise.  We enjoyed rooftop dinners 
overlooking the Acropolis. Views in every direction provided reminders of how old the 
Greek civilization is, and their incredible contributions of democracy, architecture, 
western philosophy, western literature, the arts, major scientific and mathematic 
principals, and defining sport through the Olympic Games.

The 43rd ICG games had 37 countries participating, 90 cities, and over 2000 athletes participating in Soccer (football), 
Track and Field, Swimming, Basketball, Gymnastics, Tennis, and Volleyball for boys and girls under the age of 16. The 
opening ceremonies were televised in Europe and were held in the Kalimarmaron – Panathinaikon stadium, which was 
the first home of the modern Olympic Games held in 1896. Kalimarmaron means “Beautiful Marble Stadium” in Greek, 
and really is all marble - just spectacular. We marched in with the rest of the United States Teams in between 
Chesterfield, Ohio, and Marion, Indiana. As one of the three California teams (San Francisco and Oakland), the crowd 
of 10,000+ let out a huge cheer! Europeans really like Californians!

In the soccer tournament we played Cork Ireland (whose coach, also coaches  
the U19 Irish national academy team), Heraklio Creete (who had been training 
with their National team), hosting Team Athens Greece, and a powerhouse 
team from Kitchener, Canada. The girls played all of our games at the 
Alepotrypa Stadium in 95 degree heat, and they never wilted, or forgot that they 
were representing the Town of Los Gatos, California, and the United States. 
The girls ended up with the second best record going into the semifinals, and 
won the game in PK’s. The final game was at the Rouf Stadium vs undefeated 
Kitchner Canada who had a incredible defense (no goals allowed the whole 
tournament), and a stellar striker. But the Cats took them to a 0-0 tie, and two 0-
0 overtimes, and finally won 3-2 in 
PK’s. In the end Team Los Gatos 
stood atop the podium in Athens 
and were presented with Gold 
Medals, with bouquets of wheat and 

olive branches wrapped in green fabric. It was an amazing 
experience. The girls wore their medals to breakfast, lunch, and dinner, 
and all the way home (on the airplane as well).

The girls became close friends with the girls from all the teams (many male 
athletes too!), and traded 1000 pins, 15 game jerseys, 80 t-shirts, 25 polo 
shirts, Facebook addresses, and emails to kids from all over the world. I 
now believe that the world knows Los Gatos a little better, as a town with 
some pretty good footballers and a group of nice kids that enjoy meeting 
and making friends throughout the world. It was a great experience that I 
would like to continue every year. Next year the 2010 games are being 
held in Manama, Bahrian, and in 2011 Lanarkshire, Scotland will be the 
host. 

Want to get a team together? Contact me...

For video links: http://www.athens2009icg.gr/icg-tv/
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Gold Medals in Greece!
GU14 ThunderCats at the International Children’s Games



The Town of Los Gatos, as well 
as both the Los Gatos school 
districts have embraced Project 
Cornerstone, an asset-based, 
youth centered organization.  Project Cornerstone's 
mission is to train and mobilize adults to intentionally work 
to develop healthy, caring, and responsible children and 
youth.  Project Cornerstone believes that youths who 
possess a set of positive assets are healthier individuals, 
more apt to be averse to risk behaviors.  Project 
Cornerstone teaches the adults in a community to value 
youth and empower youth with these assets.   

LGUSL, along with many other Los Gatos athletic, service 
and business organizations has also embraced this 
philosophy.  

Some of the assets that LGUSL (and its members -
coaches, parents) specifically build are: 

Asset #7. COMMUNITY VALUES YOUTH Young 
person perceives that adults in the community value 
youth
Asset #14. ADULT ROLE MODELS Parent(s) and 
other adults model positive, responsible behavior
Asset #18. YOUTH PROGRAMS Young person 
spends three or more hours per week in sports, clubs, 
or organizations at school and/or in the community

These are just a few of the assets that LGUSL provides.  
Look for more information in upcoming newsletters.

For more specific information, see the Project 
Cornerstone web site at http://
www.projectcornerstone.org/index.htm. 

Project Cornerstone Corner

Coaches Meeting

The Recreational Coaches meeting will be
held on August 19 at Daves Avenue School
from 6:30-8:30pm. You’ll receive your
rosters, your coaches t-shirts and have an
informative evening of soccer.
If you're coaching in the Recreational League for 
Fall 2009, then it's important for you to attend this 
meeting. At least one coach from each team must 
attend. Note: U6 Coaches Meeting begins
at 6:30pm to cover information specific to this age 
group.

Date: Wednesday, August 19, 2008
Time: 6:30pm for U6

7:00pm for U7 and up
Location: Daves Avenue Multipurpose Room
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Welcome New Board Members
We are welcoming two new Board Members:
Mindy Raynak joins us as Assistant  Division 4 
(Recreation) Commissioner, and Heather 
Sexton has taken over our newly created 
position of Special Events Director.  Both have 
extensive background experience making them 
particularly suited for their jobs. Welcome 
aboard!

Recreational Fall 
Soccer Timeline

The fall season is almost upon us.  The coaches 
meet on August 19, which is when they find out 
who is on their team.  As soon as the coaches 
have their teams, they will begin notifying players.  
Practices will start the week of August 23.

So, before you send off that email, wondering 
which team your child will be on, remember this 
timeline:

Aug. 19 Coaches Meeting.  Coaches find out 
their teams.

Aug. 20-23 Coaches contact players
Aug. 23 First week of practices
September 12 Opening Day — Games Begin

Umbrella Stands

Check out the newest item in our logo 
collection, the Original Umbrella Stand. 
This neat stand makes it easy to put up 
your umbrella in our rock hard 
dirt. Perfect for the hot weather!  If 
you’d like to order, just email Randi 
Chen at teamchen@comcast.net.

Check out our other LGUSL Logo gear: 
t-shirts, sweatshirts, water bottles and mugs at 
http://www.lgusl.org/docs/logo%20gear%20web%
20page.pdf



Preseason Rec ClinicsSummer Camps
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LGUSL and West Coast Coaching are excited to bring back 
last summer’s successful Recreation Clinics for the U6 -
U11 age groups. All registered 2009 Recreation players 
and coaches are invited to attend.

Players : There are 8 dates and two different times 
available (so each clinic repeats itself in a day). Because 
our recreation players do not play year round and have 
different coaches each year, we feel it is important to offer 
a review of the basics that would enhance the 
understanding of the game. The basic rules will be 
reviewed, as well as techniques and positions that are 
appropriate for the age level. Ideally, but depending upon 
registration numbers, the clinics will be broken up into 3 
age groups: U6-U7, U8-U9, and U10-11.

Coaches : Coaches are also encouraged to attend and can 
earn their pre-F by attending 2 clinics. No fee for coaches, 
but registration would be appreciated.

July 27th    4:00-5:25 pm or 5:35– 7:00pm 
July 28th     4:00-5:25 pm or 5:35- 7:00 pm     
July 29th    4:00-5:25 pm or 5:35- 7:00 pm    
July 30th     4:00-5:25 pm or 5:35- 7:00 pm 
     
Aug 3rd 4:00-5:25 pm or 5:35- 7:00 pm 
Aug 4th 4:00-5:25 pm or 5:35- 7:00 pm
Aug 5th 4:00-5:25 pm or 5:35- 7:00 pm
Aug 6th 4:00-5:25 pm or 5:35- 7:00 pm

Fee of $5 per session (LGUSL is subsidizing the majority of 
the program).
Players are strongly encouraged to attend a minimum of 2 
sessions and maximum of 4.
Registration will be taken on first come, first served basis.

To register visit our web site, www.lgusl.org and click the 
“camps” link.

Referee Class

Coach Bav and West Coast Coaching are offering 
several camps throughout the summer. West Coach 
Coaching is a local premier soccer camp that offers the 
highest level of coaching. The professional coaching 
team and company philosophies are combined to cater 
to every individual child’s soccer needs. Their 
philosophy follows the three “E’s” culture:
�x Education - giving the player the correct 

fundamentals and tactics of soccer, allowing them 
time to master the skills.

�x Enthusiasm – our staff prides themselves on 
genuine passion for kids & coaching. We want 
them to love soccer, sports and health for life.

�x Energy – we give kids a safe, fun and challenging 
environment where they love to learn soccer and 
life lessons.

Players will work on: Individual foot skills, tricks and 
flicks, technical practices (passing, dribbling, shooting, 
shielding, etc), tactical practices, e.g movement off the 
ball, theme related, small-sided games, coached 
scrimmages, daily world cup. Individual players will be 
grouped according to age, ability and specific positions.

Half Day and Full Day camps are available. Half Day 
camps are soccer only. Full Day camps are comprised 
of soccer in the morning, and after lunch at Fuze, 
where the kids will have an afternoon of fun and fitness.

Spots are still available next week, July 17-21.  
Call 408-513-5968 if you are interested! 

Aug. 10th - 14th   OR    Aug. 17th - 21st
Fisher Middle School 
Half Day   9am to 12pm  Cost: $149
Full Day   9am - 4pm Cost: $289

Download an application at: 
www.westcoastcoaching.org or email 
info@westcoastcoaching.org for more information.

A Learn to Ref Introductory class will 
be offered in August.  Participants must 
attend all six 3-hour sessions, and pass 
a written test at the end. Successful 
completion results in a license to ref at 
US Youth Soccer league games 
anywhere. This is a great way for adults and youths to 
support our league, earn extra spending money, and get 
some great exercise. No minimum age to attend, but 
under 12 should be accompanied by a parent or coach.

Dates: Tues. & Thur., Aug. 4 & 6,11 & 13,18 & 20
Time: 6:00– 9:00
Cost: $40 for CNRA for referee registration

$25 additional for non-LGUSL players 
Location: Los Gatos United Methodist Church, 

111 Church Street, Los Gatos

All attendees must RSVP to AJ Escobar prior to the 
course at: ajtescobar@yahoo.com

F Coaching License Class
Are you interested in becoming a licensed soccer 
coach?  LGUSL will offer an “F” Coaching License 
course on Aug. 21st & 22nd.  The course covers 
positive coaching themes, is insightful, practical and 
highly motivating. The training exercises naturally 
enhance your player’s skills, teamwork, and level of 
play. The combination helps to grow their love of the 
game and your rewards for coaching youth soccer. 

F-License Course
Classwork : Fri. Aug 21, 4:00-7:00pm at Daves 

Avenue Multipurpose Room
Field work : Sat. Aug 22, 8am at Daves field
Register: email Steve White smwhite@sbcglobal.net

OR Walt Duflock    duflock@yahoo.com 
Bring: Cleats for Saturday fieldwork

Advanced License Courses (E, E/D) and more F 
courses can be found on the District 2 web site:
http://www.cysadistrict2.org/coachpgm.htm.
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San Jose Earthquakes
SUMMER 2009

July 25 — LGUSL Day at the 
Earthquakes

On Saturday, July 25th at 
7:30 pm, the Earthquakes 
will be hosting their annual 
Los Gatos Day with the 
Earthquakes as they take 
on 4 time MLS Cup 
Champion DC United.  
Although families and 
teams receive regular discounts of $5 Goal 
View (regularly $20) and $10 off Sideline seats 
(regularly $35) for every game, for this match 
we are packing the house and providing $10 
Goal View seats and $20 Sideline seats 
(preorder only).   

Every group that orders 10 or more tickets will 
be able to have their players participate in a 
pre-game experience on the field and the top 
ticket selling team gets to escort out DC 
United!  Don’t miss out on this unique 
opportunity to be a part of the professional 
game with your family and teammates.  There 
will also be a post-game Q&A session with the 
matches referees.  The evening’s theme night 
is ‘Going Green’ and will have unique 
opportunities to educate yourself or have your 
company present information to fans.

To order tickets, please contact:
Anthony Perry 
Ticket Sales Representative // San Jose 
Earthquakes
408-556-7712, aperry@sjearthquakes.com

Kick-off Fun Day
     September 12

Earthquakes and LGUSL
Partners for the 2009 Season

The Earthquakes have partnered with Los Gatos United Soccer 
League for the 2009 Season.  All players, coaches, volunteers, 
and families from LGUSL can now receive the lowest ticket 
discounts and are eligible for many unique experiences for 
games held at Buck Shaw Stadium (Santa Clara University) and 
the Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum.

Discounted tickets are available starting as low as $15 (regularly 
$20) in the Goal View section and $25 (regularly $35) in the 
Sideline section for games in Santa Clara.  For the game in 
Oakland against the Galaxy (6/20) LGUSL affiliates and teams 
can enjoy Plaza Level seats for $15 (regularly $20) and Lower 
Field Level Endzone seats for $25 (regularly $45).  All orders 
(individuals and groups) must be presold through the LGUSL 
representative Anthony Perry to be eligible for the discount.

As a partner club LGUSL’s members will be invited to several 
premium experiences including: post-game referee Q&As, pre-
game chalk talks with the Earthquakes coaching staff and private 
warm-up session viewing, in-stadium recognition of the club and 
teams, and on-field experiences for groups of 10 or more people 
for all home games (based on availability).  Potential on-field 
experiences for LGUSL teams include: Dream Team (player 
escorts), ball kids, post game photo with the Quakes’ mascot ‘Q’, 
Parade of Champions, halftime teams, and rally tunnel.

Don’t miss out on a great opportunity to introduce yourself and 
your children to the world’s stars in your backyard from now 
through October.  Catch four former Santa Clara University 
standouts work to bring home the Earthquakes’ third Major 
League Soccer championship to the Bay Area.

To book your on-field experience, order tickets, or ask any 
questions about the new partnership between LGUSL and the 
San Jose Earthquakes please contact:

Anthony Perry,
Ticket Sales Representative, San Jose Earthquakes
408-556-7712, aperry@sjearthquakes.com

Join us for Kick-off Fun Day!  It’s our opening day 
and the 2nd Annual Photo  Fun Day!  Saturday, 
September 12 is the first day of the season, as well 
as photo day.  While the Recreational players are 
taking photos, the whole family can have some fun, 
enjoy a BBQ and watch some soccer. We will have 
games, inflatable rides, a dunk tank, soccer skill 
games, as well as a BBQ lunch. And of course, you 
can watch some great soccer games on the Fisher 
fields!

If you’d like to help out on Photo & Fun Day, 
contact Heather Sexton at hsextonca@aol.com

Schedule of Events :
Photos: 8am – 4pm
Games, fun & BBQ: 11am – 3pm
Cost:

�xWristband for games: $15 in advance ($20 day of event)

�xWristband & BBQ: $20 in advance ($25 day of event)

�xBBQ only: $8 in advance  ($10 day of event)

Advanced wristbands & BBQ tickets can be purchased by 
downloading the order form on our web site. I’ll also send an 
email reminder.
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Los Gatos Lynx – GU11

Los Gatos Lynx U11 finished third in their bracket 
for spring, and finished second in District Cup.

Los Gatos El Lobo (BU12) had a great spring season 
finishing top of their league with 8 wins and only 1 
loss. Much of their strong performance can be 
attributed to a busy pre-season schedule during 
which they played 8 scrimmages including 2 floodlit 
games on the turf fields in Redwood City. In the end 
of season district cup El Lobo faced tough 
competition in their draw coming up against 2 select 
teams. They were knocked out in the semi-finals but 
had tied against the eventual winners in an earlier 
round. 

Los Gatos El Lobo – BU12

Div. 1 & 3 — Select and Competitive
Spring Results

�x Los Gatos Jaguars – BU8 
The  Jaguars came in second place in their division with no losses. The BU8 Jaguars are one of the newly 
formed Comp teams. They are coached by John Fumia and trained by Rusty Millard.

�x Los Gatos Pumas – BU9: 
The Pumas excelled in their first Class 1 experience, winning the Spring ‘09 league. The Pumas also won the 
Class 3 Fall league, and were accepted to play in the Surf Cup Tournament, where the “best of the best” face 
off against one another in San Diego. The Pumas will play in the Class 1 Abronzino division this Fall, and par-
ticipate in NorCal State Cup, where they are presently ranked among the top 10 teams participating.

�x Los Gatos  Panthers—BU10: 
Finished 2nd in their bracket with a record of 7-1-1.

�x Los Gatos Pumas – BU11:
The Pumas played its first season as a Class 1 team. Though they finished in the middle of the pack in the 
standings, the Pumas placed third in the District 2 Spring Cup held at Fisher -- and hosted by LGUSL!

�x Los Gatos Tigers - BU14:
The Tigers placed 2nd in their bracket in the Spring League.

�x Los Gatos United – BU16:
Finished first in their bracket with a record of 6-1-2.

�x Los Gatos Wildcats – GU10:
Finished third.

�x Los Gatos Thundercats – GU12:
Finished third.

�x Los Gatos United  – GU13:
Placed 1st in their bracket with a record of 7-2-0.

Many of our Comp and Select teams played in the CYSA District II Spring League.  Below are the results of our 
teams that finished in the top 3 spots of their brackets.  Congratulations to all!



Sportissimo
786 B. Blossom Hill Rd.                                                                          

King's Court Shopping Center #19
(near Peet's Coffee & Togo's Eatery)

Los Gatos, CA 95032
Phone: 408.358.1300        

Willow Street Pizza                                                   
20 S. Santa Cruz Avenue
Los Gatos, CA 95030

(408) 354-5566

Interested in becoming a sponsor and supporting your community through youth 

soccer? Check out our sponsor information pages on the web site.

Netflix
www.netflix.com
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Alain Pinel Realtors
750 University Ave Suite 150     

Los Gatos, Ca 95032
408.358.1111

LGUSL Logo Gear
You’ve seen them around town!  Now is your chance to get your own LGUSL 
sweatshirt, t-shirt, cap, car magnet or coffee cup.  Visit the LGUSL web site http://
www.lgusl.org/docs/gear/SoccerOrderForm2006b.pdf to purchase your items.

Align Technology, Inc.
881 Martin Avenue

Santa Clara, CA 95050
408-470-1000

T-Shirts
Red, Blue, Gold, Grey & Pink

Sweatshirts – Black or Grey
Adult Zipper
Youth Pullover 

    Water              Insulated 
     Bottle            Coffee Mug

Dream Dinners
Vasona Station  

14107 - T Winchester Blvd
Los Gatos, CA 95032

408-871-6858


